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June 10, 2009
DC 37’ Fight to Eliminate
Massive Waste and Protect
City Services
BY LILLIAN ROBERTS ©
Executive Director, District Conncil -
ITAFSCME, AFL-CIO G
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face of Public Health Mirse Pon-
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to stop thoussnds of wapending lavoiffe, readers wore vrged o g

O Juse 2, the Mayor announced a 90-day suspension of loypofts Thae |
WK A Sy in the right direction. Bur, [ belivve we need o moce peroa-
neat solation ta the problems that prompred the Sy to announce o
budger laced with service cars and thowsands of Tavedts inthe fiso plag c!
Tha is why we produced our reporr “Massive Waste ar 2 Time of eed”
that shows heny the ity can cut waste by reducing the $% billion o vear |
it hands over 1o bREFh-priced cutside consudiants and concracsors Jike rh_l
ones that supply conrraes nurses 1 ciry schools,

I

Like alf at aur fellow Mew Yorkers, we at DO 37 know ther serious
mensures are necded to dose the arys budzet gap. But, we doa’ belicve
| Teyelts are the answer. Not only will city emplovees loose jobs, income .
and henefits, bus millions of vulnesable Mow Yorkers will leost vind
safety-net services. And, communities of colar ste often the hardes: bir |

That is wehiy we are calling o our sisiphbors o belp wgs the Bloon
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Commpanity health clinies service millisns of un- and under-insired,
il They could clase causing many 2o flood haspitl emenzency ronms o
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Chvilians in the MYPI are 2 eritical part of our pullic safery ner. Wha |
happens when we laose sur Front-line of defense against comne?

Secial workers and athers in the Administration for Children’ Services
whar help provent chidd sbhuse and neplect are already ovar-worked. Wi
bappens when their staffs shirink and their caselnads fnerease? How
many of our children will fall chrough the cracks? ey
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Why are owr libraries and cultmral nstioutions seen s fringe benehs |
when chey provide vie] educationad resources? Where will immigrasts
go tw learn Fnglish-as-a-Second Language? Wit happens to children I
for whon Ghraries are after-school sanctuaries and libradans mnch-
negded homework helpers? i

What respansible government cuts vital services and lays off workers
wha provide them when there is a bettor way? L
Nat only do the members of DC 37 Lelp makic this ciry ran but we are |
your neighbors. We patronize businesses in our commanities. Our loss of
income impacts not only us and the neople we serve but onr neighbaers,
our neighborhonds and our city, We carc too much to stand by and ler
_that happen. That is why I and scores of DC 37 members were aut dis-
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| to make o difference, Join vz, Go to waww,de37ooer. Take a look az DO
375 recently released study “Massive Waste aca llml, of Meed!" Tell Cln
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